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SERMON, 


&c. Gic. 


DANIEL, IV. 17. 


This matter is by the decree of the warcuers, and the ond ру ће. 
word of the HOLY ones; to the intent that the living may know, that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men; and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. ` 


Tue matter, which the text refers to the “« decree of the Watchers,” 
and * the demand of the Holy Ones,” is the judgment which, after 
no long time, was about to fall upon Nebuchadnezzar; the great 
king, of whom we read so much in history, sacred and profane. . 
His conquest of the Jewish nation, though a great event in the 
history of the church, was but a small part of this prince’s story, 
The kingdom of Babylon came to him by inheritance from,Als 
father: upon his accession, he made himself master of all thé rest 
of the Assyrian empire; and to these vast dominions he ded, by 
a long series of wars of unparalleled success, the w*ole of that 
immense tract ‘of country, which extends from banks of the 
Euphrates westward, to the sea-coasts By and Phenicia, 


and the border of Egypt. Nor was he mor énowned in war, than 
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justly admired in peace, for public works of the highest utility and 
magnificence. To him the famous city of Babylon owed, whatever it 
possessed, of strength, of beauty, or convenience. Its solid walls 
with their hundred gates, immense in circuit, height, and thickness : 
its stately temple; and'ite proud! palaco, with the hanging gardens: 

its regular streets and spacious squares: the embankments, which 
confined the river; the canals, which carried off the floods ; and the 
vast reservoir, which in seasons of drought (for to the vicissitudes 
of immoderate rains and drought the climate was liable) supplied 
‘the city and the adjacent country with water. In a word, for the 
extent of his dominion, and the great revenues it supplied; for his 
unrivalled success in war; for the. magnificence and splendour of his 
court, and for his stupendous works and improvements at Babylon ;. 

he was the greatest monarch: not only of his own times, but incom- 
parably thé greatest the world had ever seen, without exception eyen 
of: those, whose names are remembered as the` first civiliZers of 
mankind; the Egyptián Sesostris, and' the Indian Bacchus. -But 
great as this prince's talents and endowments must have been ; his 
uninterrupted. and unexampled prosperity was''too- much: for tHe 
digestion: of his mind. His heart grew: vain in’the contemplation: 
of his grandeur; he forgot that: he- was-a man; ant he affected: 
divine honours. His impious pride received’ indeed a‘check, Ђу the’ 
miraculous deliverance of the three faithful Jéws; from: the furnace’ 
to. which they had been condemned: His mind at first was much 
affected by the miracle; but the impression in-time wore off, and 
the intoxication of power and prosperity returned uporiliim.' God: 
was therefore pleased to humble him ; and to make'hím an example- 
to the worla, and to himself, of the frailty of all Human ‘power,’ 

‘the instability of all human greatness. I say, an example to the 
world and to himsetf. for it is very remarkable, that the king’s own 
conversion was in part an object of the judgment ‘inflicted tpon 

. | 4. 
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him *: and, notwithstanding what has been said to the contrary, 

upon no ground at all, by a foreign commentator of great name, it 

js evident from the sacred history, that object was.accomplished 7 ; 

and it was in order to the.accomplishment of it, that the king had 

warning of the impending visitation in a dream. That a dispensation 

of judgment should be tempered with such signal mercy toa heathen 

prince; not, like. Cyrus, eminent for his virtues, however distin- 

guished by his talents, is perhaps in some degree to be.put to the 
account of the favour he shewed to many of the Jews, his captives, 

and in particular to- his constant -patronage of the prophet Daniel. 
At a time when there was nothing in his situation to fill his mind 
with gloomy thoughts, ** for he was at rest in his house, and 
flourishing in his palace," he saw in a dream a tree strong and 
flourishing ;. its summit pierced the clouds, and its branches over- 
shadowed the whole extent of his vast dominions: it was laden with 
fruit, and luxuriant in :its foliage: the cattle reposed in its. shade, and 
the fowls of the air lodged in its‘branches, and multitudes partook 
of its delicious fruit }. But the king saw. a celestial being, a Watcher 
and a Holy Qne, come down from: heaven; and heard him give order 
with a.loud voice, that the tree should be hewn down, its branches 
lopped.o4f, and its fruit scattered ; 'and nothing left of it, but ** the 
апр ofats roots in the earth 6;" which wus.to be secured, however, 
‘with a'“‘:band of .iron:aad brass in the tender grass of the field ју“ 
2Words of .menace ‘follaw,.which are applicable only to a man, and 

iplairily:shew, that; the whole vision was‘ typical of some eadful 

«alamity:to fall.for a: Te but For a time MR on 8 ne of the 

sone Of meni: - 7 а 
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pretation of a former dream, which had been too hard for the 
Chaldeans and the Magi and for the professed diviners of all deno- 
minations, had acquired great credit and favour with the king ; and, 
before this time, had been promoted to the highest offices in the 
state, and, amongst others, to that of president of the college of the 
Magi *. Daniel told the king, that the tree, which he had seen so 
strong and flourishing, was himself; that the hewing down of the 
tree was a dreadful calamity, that should befall him; and continue, 
till he should be brought to know ** that the Most High ruleth. ia. 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it tomybomsoever he — | 
Зе rst 

Strange as it must seem, notwithstanding” Daniel's реге ‘and 
credit with the king, notwithstanding the consternation of mind 
into which the dream had thrown him, this warning had no per- 
manent effect. _He was not: cured of his overweening pride and 
vanity, till he was overtaken by the threatened judgment. ‘‘ At.the 
end of twelve montha he was. walking in the palace of the king- 
dom of Babylon;" probably.on the flat roof of the building, or 
perhaps on one of the highest terraces of the hanging gardens, 
where the whole city would lié in prospect before him; and. he saig, 
in the exultation of his heart, ** Is not this great Babylon,. which 
I have built for the seat of empire by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majesty t?” ‘The words. had scarcely: passed 
his lips, when “ the might.of his power, and the honour of his 
majesiy,”” departed from him. Thé same voice, which in the dream 
had predvted the judgment, now denounced the impending execu- 
tion; and tre voice had no sooner ceased to speak, than. the thing 
was done §. 


‘This is “ the matter ;’ this judgment, thus predicted and thus 
executed, is (е тыны, which the text refers to * the d decre of thc 


* Dan. xi. . 48. 4 Dan, i iv. 25. 1 Ibid. 30. : Ibid, з, 32, 33: 
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Watchers," and “the word of the Holy Ones.”—‘ The matter is by 
the decree of the Watchers, and ‘the requisition is by the word of 
‘the Holy Ones :” and the intent of the matter is to give mankind a 
proof, in the fall and restoration of this mighty monarch, that the 
fortunes of kings and empires are in the hand of God; that his 
providence perpetually interposes in the affairs of nren, distributing 
crowns and sceptres, always for the good of the faithful primarily, 
пашу of his whole creation, but according to his will. 


To apprehend rightly, how ‘the донар upon Nebuchadnezzar, 
originating, as it is represented in the text, in the ** decree of the 
"Watchers, and in the word of the.Holy Ones," affords an instance of 
the immediate interference of God's providence in the affairs of men; 
it is very necessary, that the text should be better, than it generally 
has been hitherto, understood: and the text never can be rightly un- 
derstood, until we ascertain who they are, and to what class of beings 
they belong, who are called. ‘THE WATCHERS and “‘ THE HOLY ONES.” 
For adaa as these terms are differently expounded, the text 
will lead to very different, indeed to opposite, conclusions: to true 
conclusions, if these terms are rightly understood ; to most false and 
dangerous conclusions, if they are ill interpreted. 


I am ashamed to say, that if you consult very pious and very 
learned commentators, justly esteemed for their illustrations of the 
Bible generally, you will be told, these ** Watchers" and “Holy Ones" 
are angels; principal angels, of a very high order, they are pleased 
to say; such as are in constant attendance upon the throne'of God. 
And so much skill have some of these good and leareéd men af- 
fected in the heraldry of angels; that they preteng to distinguish 
the different rank of the different denominations. The ** Watchers," 
they say, are of the highest rank; the ** Hoy Ones," very high in 
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zank, but inferior to the ** Watchers*:'"' and the angels are introduced 
upon this occasion, they say, in allusion to the proceedings of earthly 


princes, who publish their decrees with the advice of their chief 
ministers +. 


This interpretation of these words is founded upon a notion, which 
got ground in the Christian church many ages since, and unfor- 
tunately is-not yet exploded ; namely, that God's government of this 
lower world is carried on by the administration of the holy angels; 
that the different: orders (and those, who broached this doctrine, 
could tell us exactly how many orders there are, and. how many 
angels in each order), that the different orders have their different 
departments ‘in government assigned to them: some, constantly 
attending in the presence of God, form his cabinet council: ‘others 
are his principal governors, every kingdom in the world having its 
appointed guardian angel, to whose management it is intrusted : 
others again' are supposed to have the charge and custody of indi- 
viduáls. "This system ‘is in truth ‘nothing better than: the Pagan 
polytheism, somewhat disguised ‘and qualified. For, in ‘the Pagan 
system, every nation had its tutelar deity, all subordinate to Jupiter, 
the sire of gods and men. ‘Some of those: prodigies of ignorance 
and folly, the rabbis of the Jews, who lived since the dispersion 
of he nation, thought all would be well, if for tutelar deities they 
suv-tituted tutelar angels. ' From this substitution the system, which 


9 ** In senteatió vigilum decretum est ;’? i.e.  majores angeli hoc conscivernnt ; *6e/ 
in sermon» sanctorum  pelitio;" i.e. ** minores angeli jampridem id postulant, ла! 
rem zquissitaam," Grotius.ad loc, - 

«* Sensus est, ita pronunciáruht et. judicárunt sancti angeli, preesides — i" 
Babylonice, ad pe'*ionem angelorum tutelarium sipgularum provinciarum, urbium, 
et personarum, qui де ьа’ tyranili superbid: querebantur." Tirinus. | 


+ Lowth; who yet afterwards mentions-the exposition of Tirinus, as one-of which 
the passage is capable. 


I have described; arose; and from the Jews the Christians, with 
other fooleries, adopted it. But by whatever name these deputy- 
gods be called; whether you call them gods, or demi-gods, or de- 
mons, or genii, or heroes, orangels; the difference is only in the 
name, the thing. in substance is the same. ‘They still are deputies, 

invested with a'subordinate indeed, but with an high authority; in 
the exercise of which they are much at liberty, and at their 
own discretion. If this opinion were true, it would be difficult to 
shew, that the heathen were much to blame, in the worship which 
they rendered to them. The officers of any great king are entitled 
to homage and respect in proportion to the authority committed to 
them ; and the gtant of the power isa legal title to such respect. 
'These officers, therefore, of the greatest of kings will be entitled to 
the greatest reverence; and as the governor of a distant province 
will, in many cases, be more an object of awe and veneration to the 
inhabitants, thar ‘the. monarch himself, with whom they have no 
immediate connexión ; : so the tutelar deity, or angel, will, with 
those who are put under him, supersede the Lord of all: and the 
heathen, who worshipped those who were supposed to have the 
power over them, were certainly more consistent with themselves, 
than they who, acknowledging the power, withhold the worship. 


So nearly allied to idolatry, or rather so much the same thing 
with polytheism, is this notion of the administration of God's go- 
vernment by the authority of angels: and surely it is strange, that, 
in this age of light and learning, Protestant divines should be heard 
to say, that ''this doctrine" scéms to be countenanced by several 
passages of Scripture. i 


That the holy angels’ are often employed by God in fis govern- 
ment of this sublunary world, is indeed clearly to be proved by 
Holy Writ: that they have powers over the matsr of the universe, 
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analogous to the powers over it, which men possess, greater in 
extent, but still limited; is a thing which might reasonably be sup- 
posed, if it were not declared. But it seems to be confirmed by 
many passages of Holy Writ; from which it seems also evident, that 
they are occasionally, for certain specific purposes, commissioned to 
-exercise those powers to a prescribed extent. "That the evil angels 
possessed before their fall the like powers, which they are still. oc- 
asionally permitted to exercise for the punishment of wicked na- 
tions, seems also evident. "That they have a power over the human 
sensory (which is part of the material universe), which they are 
occasionally permitted to exercise; by means of which they may 
inflict diseases, suggest evil thoughts, and be the instruments of 
temptations, must also beadmitted. But all this amounts not to any 
thing of a discretional authority, placed in the hands of tutelar 
angels; or to an authority to advise the Lord God with respect to 
the measures of his government. Confidently I deny, that a single 
text is to be found in Holy Writ, which, rightly understood, gives 
the least countenance to the abominable doctrine of such.a partir 
cipation of the holy angels in God's government of the world. 


In what manner then, it may be asked, are the holy angels made 
at all subservient to the purposes of God's government? "This 
question is answered by St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
the last verse of the first chapter: and this is the only passage in 
the whole Bible, in which we have any thing explicit upon the 
office and employment of angels. “ Are they not all,” saith he, 
‘© ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them, that shall be 
heirs of salvation ?" They are all, however high in rank and order, 
they are all nothing more than “ ministering spirits," or literally, 
“& serving spirits," not invested with authority of their own, but 
* sent forth," occasionally sent forth to do such service, as may be 
required of them, « for them that shall be heirs of salvation,” This 
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text is the conclusion of the comparison, which the Apostle insti- 
tutes between the Son of God and the holy angels; in order to 
prove the great superiority, in rank and nature, of the Son; and the 
most that can be made of angels is, that they are servants, occa- 
sionally employed by the Most High God to do his errands for the 
elect, 


An accurate discussion of all the passages of Scripture, which have 

been supposed to favour the contrary opinion, would much exceed 
the just limits of this discourse; I shall only say of them generally, 
that they are all abused texts; wrested to a sense, which never would 
have been dreamt of in any one of them, had not the opinion of 
the government of angels previously taken hold of the minds of 
too many of the learned. In the ‘consideration of particular texts 
so misinterpreted, I shall confine myself to such as occur in the 
prophet Daniel; from whose writings this monstrous doctrine has 
been supposed to have received great vum and of these I shall 
consider my text last of all. 
In the prophet Daniel we read of the angel Gabriel by name; 
who, together with others unnamed, is employed to exhibit visions 
typical of future events to the prophet, and to expound them to him. 
But there is nething in this employment of Gabriel, and his asso- 
ciates, which has the most remote connexion with the supposed 
office of guardian angels, either of nations and states, or of in- 
dividuals. 


We read of another personage superior to Gabriel, who is named 
Michiel. This personage is superior to Gabriel, for he comes to 
help him in the greatest difficulties; and Gabriel, the servant of 
the Most High God, declares, that this Michiel is the only gyp- 
porter he has. This is well to be noted. Gabriel, one of God's 
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ministering spirits, sent forth, as such spirits are used to be, to 
minister for the elect people of God, has no supporter in this busi- 
ness but Michiel. ‘This great personage has been long distinguished 
in our kalendars, by the title of «* Michiel the archangel.’ It has 
been for a long time a fashion in the church to speak very frequently 
and familiarly of archangels; as if they were an order of beings 
with which we are perfectly well acquainted. Some say, there are 
seven of them. Upon what solid ground that assertion stands, I 
know not. But this I know, that the word, archangel, is not to be 
found in any one passage of the Old Testament. In the New Tes- 
tament the word occurs twice, and only twice. One of the two 
‘passages is in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians *; where the 
Apostle, among the circumstances of the pomp of our Lord's de- 
scent from heaven to the final judgment, mentions “ the voice of 
the archangel.” The other passage is in the Epistle of St. Jude + ; 
where the title of archangel is coupled with the name of Michiel ; 
* Michiel the archangel.” This passage is so remarkably obscure, 
that I shall not attempt to draw any conclusion from it, but this; 
which manifestly follows, be the particular sense of the passage 
what it may. Since this is one of two texts, in which alone the 
word archangel is found in the whole Bible; since in this one text 
only the title of archangel is coupled with any name; and since the 
name, with which it is here coupled, is Michäel; it follows unde- 
niably, that the archangel Michäel is the only archangel of whom 
we know any thing from Holy Writ. It cannot be proved from Holy, 
Writ, and if not from Holy Writ, it cannot be proved at all, that 
any archangel exists, but the one archangel Michäel; and this one 
archangel Michäel is unquestionably the Michäel of the book of 
Daniel. 


I must'observe by the way, with respect to the import of the 
title of archangel, that the word, by its etymology, n implies 


* Chap. iv, 16. t Ver. 9. 
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a superiority of rank and authority, in the person to whom it is ap- 
plied. It implies a command over angels; and this is all, that the 
word of necessity implies. But it follows not by any sound rule of 
argument, that because no other superiority, than that of rank and 
authority, is implied in the title; no other belongs to the person 
distinguished by the title; and that he is, in all other respects, a mere 
angel. Since we admit various orders of intelligent beings ; it is 
evident, that a being highly above the angelic order may command 


angels. 


To ascertain, if we can, to what order of beings the archangel 
Michiel may belong, let us see how he is described by the prophet 
. Daniel, who never describes him by that titlé ; and what action is 
attributed to him in the book of Daniel, and in another book, in 

which he bears a very principal part. 


Now Daniel calls him “ one of the chief princes;” or, ‘ one of the 
capital princes ;"’ or, ** one of the princes that are at the head of all :” 
for this I maintain to be the full, and not more than the full import 
of the Hebrew words. Now, since we are clearly got above the 
earth into the order of celestials; Who are the princes that are first, 
or at the head of all? Are they any other than the Three Persons in 
the Godhead? Michiel therefore is one of them. But which of them? 
This is not left in doubt. Gabriel, speaking of him to Daniel, calls 
him “ Michiel your prince ;” and * the great Prince, which standeth 
for the children of thy people;" that is, not for the nation of the 
Jews in particular, but for the children, the spiritual children of that 
holy seed, the elect people of God; a description, which applies 
particularly to the Son of God, and to no one else. And in perfect 
consistence with this description of Michiel in the book of Daniel, 
is the action assigned to him in the Apocalypse; in which we find 
him fighting with the Old Serpent, the deceiver of the world, arid 

B | 
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victorious in the combat. That combat who was to maintain, in 
that combat who was to be victorious, but the seed of the woman? 
From all this it 1s evident, that Michael is a name for our Lord 
himself, in his particular character of the champion of his faithful 
people, against the violence of the apostate faction, and the wiles 
of the devil. In this point I have the good fortune to have a host 
of the learned on my side; and the thing will be further evident 
from what is yet to come. 


We have as yet had but poor success in our search for guardian 
angels, or for angels of the cabinet, in the book of Daniel. But 
there are a sort of persons mentioned in it, whom we have not yet 
considered ; namely, those who are called ** the princes of Persia 
and of Grecia.” As these pringes personally oppose the angel 
Gabriel, and Michiel, his supporter; I can hardly agree with 
those, who have taken them for princes in the literal accepta- 
tion of the word; that is, for men reigning in those countries. 
But if that interpretation could be established, these princes would 
not he angels of any sort; and my present argument would 
have no concern with them. If they are beings of the angelic 
order, they must be evil angels; for good angels would not oppose 
and resist the great prince Michiel, and his angel Gabriel. If they 
were evil angels, they could not be tutelar angels of Persia and of 
Grecia respectively, or of any other country. But to come directly 
to the point ; since they fight with Michiel, to those who are con- 
versant with the prophetic style, and have observed the uniformity 
of its images, it will seem highly probable, that the angels which 
fight with Michiel in the book of Daniel, are of the same sort with 
those who fight with Michiel, under the banners of the devil, in the 
twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse. ‘‘ There.was war in heaven, 
Micháel and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels *," — The vision of. the war in heaven, in the 


* Apocalypse, chap. xii. ver. 7. 
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. Apocalypse, represents the vehement struggles between Christianity 
and the old idalatry in the first ages of the Gospel. ‘The angels of 
the two opposite armies represent two opposite parties in the Roman 
state, at the time which the vision more particularly regards. Mi- 
chiel’s angels are the party which espoused the side of the Christian 
religion ; the friends of which had for many years been numerous, 
and became. very ‘powerful under Constantine the Great, the first 
Christian emperor: the Dragon's angels are the party which en- 
deavoured to support the old idolatry. And, in conformity with this 
imagery of the Apocalypse, the princes of Persia, in the book of 
‘Daniel, are to be understood, I think, of a party in the Persian state, 
which opposed the return of the captive Jews, first after the death 
of Cyrus; and again after the death of Darius Hystaspes. And the 
prince of Grecia is to be understood of a party in the Greek 
empire, which persecuted the Jewish religion after the death of 
Alexander the Great, particularly in the Greek kingdom of Syria. _ 


We have now considered all the angels, and supposed angels, of 
the book of Daniel, except the personages in my text; and we have 
found as yet no tutelar angel of any province or kingdom, : no member 
of any celestial senate, or privy council. Indeed, with respect to 
the latter notion of angels of the presence, although it has often 
been assumed in exposition of gome passages in Daniel, the con- 
firmation of it bas never been attempted, to the best of. my regol- 
lection, by: reference to that.book. Its advocates have chiefly relied 
on Micaiah’s vision, related in the twenty-second chapter of the 
first book of Kings; in which, they say, Jehovah is.represented #5 
‘sitting in council with his angels, and advising with them.upon mea- 
‘sures. But, if you read the account of this vision in the Bible; you 
will find, that this is not an accurate recital of it. “ Micaiah | saw 
Jehovah. sitting on his throne, and all the host.of: heaven standing Љу 
him, on his right hand - on his Jeft." Observe, the heavenly. hgst. 
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are not in the attitude of counsellors, sitting ; they are standing, 
in the attitude of servants, ready to receive commands, and to be 
sent forth each upon his proper errand. ‘ And Jehovah said, Who 
shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead?” 
Here is no consultation. No advice is asked, or given. The only 
question asked, is, Who, of the whole multitude assembled, will 
undertake a particular service? The answers were various; * some 
spake on this manner, and some on that ;" none, as it should seem, 
Shewing any readiness for the business; till one, more forward than 
the rest, presented himself before the throne, and said, “ I will 
persuade him.” He is asked, by way of trial of his qualifications, 
* How?" He gives a satisfactory answer; and, being both ready 
for the business and found equal to it, is sent forth. If this can be 
called a consultation; it is certainly no such consultation, as a great 
monarch holds with his prime ministers: but sueh, as a military 
commander might hold with privates in the ranks. 


‘Having thus disposed, I think, of all the passages in the book of 
Daniel, which mention beings of the angelic, or of a superior order, 
except my text; I can now proceed to the ns of that, upon 
very safe and certain grounds. | 


} 


' Among those who understand the titles, oF * Watchers" and 
'* Holy Ones," of angelic beings; it is not quite agreed, whether 
they are angels of the cabinet, or the provincial governors, the 
“tutelar angels, to whom these appellations belong. The majority, 
‘I think, are for the former. But it is agreed by all, that they must 
be principal angels; angels of the highest orders: which, if they 
are angels at all; must certainly be supposed. For it is to be ob- 
served, that it is not the mere execution of the judgment upon 
Nebuchadnezzar, but the decree itself, which is ascribed to them. 
. "The whole matter originated in their decree; and at their command: 
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the. deoree was executed. ** The Holy Ones" are not said to hew 
down the' tree; but to give command for the hewing of it down. 
Of how high order indeed must these ** Watchers and Holy Ores" 
have been, on whose decrees the judgments of God himself are 
fouhded ; and by whom the warrant for the execution is finally 
lesued?. [t is’ surprising, that such men as Calvin ameng the 
Protestants of the continent *, such as Wells and the elder Lowth 
án ow? own church, and such 45 Сайпе їп the church of Rome, 
should not have their eyes open to the error, and impiety indeed, 
of such an exposition as this, which makes them angels: especially, 
when the learned Grotius, in the extraordmary manner in which he 
recommends it, had set forth its merits, as it should seem, in the 
true light; when he ‘says, ‘that -# represents ‘Ged, 4s acting ‘Ifke a 
great monarch “! upon a decree-of ‘his'senate +; and, wher another 
of the most learned of its advoéates itnagines, something wight pass 
in the celestial senate, bearing some analogy to the forms of legislation 
wied in the assemblies of ‘the peeple at Rome, ín the times of the 
republic T. It might have been expected, that the exposition would 


® Calvin indeed seems to have had seme apprehension, that this exposition (which, 
however, he adopted) makes too much of angels; and to have been embarrassed with 
the difficulty. He has recourse to an admisable expedient to get over it. He says, 
the whole vision was accommodated to the capacity of a heathen kiag, who had but a 
confined knowledge of God, and could not distinguish between him and the angels. 
> “Fingitur Deus, tanquàm rex, agere ex senatüs consilio." — Grotius ad loc. 

1 Castalio rendering the 17th verse thus; ** Haec res decreto Vigilum ; hrec rogatió 
pronunciatione Sanctorum perlata est ;" makes this note upon it; ** Vocat rogationem, 
legem perfeferidam, qoomodo et Latini: loquuntur, quoniam priùs quàm perferretur 
lex, rogabantur, quorum erat sancire legem, utrüm eam vellent admittere; cujus 
rogationis formula erat hujuscemodi : Velitis,, jubeatis, ut Marco Tullio Ciceroni адий 

et igni interdictum sit. Hujusmodi rogátio perlata est inter deliberantes de Nebucha- 
donosore angelos: Velitis, jubeatis, ut Nebuchadonosori, &c, Non quod velim hanc 
formulam ad Divina transferre; sed ut intelligatur, quum hic fiat decreti et гора од 
angelorum mentio, significari inter eos fuisse de Nebuchadonosore deliberatum. E 
E 
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have needed no other confutation, in the judgment of men of piety, 
and sober minds, than this fair statement of its principles by its ablest 
advocates. 


The plain truth is, and some learned men, though but few, have 
seen it, that these appellations, ** Watchers," and ** Holy Ones," . 
denote the Persons in the Godhead *: the first. describing them by 
the vigilance of their universal providence; the second, by the 
transcendant sanctity of their nature. The word, rendered ** Holy 
Ones," is so applied in other texts of Scripture; which make the 
sense of the other word, coupled with it here, indisputable. In 
perfect consistency with this exposition and with no other, we find 
in the 24th verse, that this decree, of the ** Watchers" and the 
* Holy Ones," is the decree of the Most High God: and in a verse 
preceding my text, God, who in regard to the plurality of the ` 
Persons, is afterwards described by these two plural nouns, 
'** Watchers," and ** Holy Ones," is, in regard to the unity: of the 
essence, described by the same nouns in the singular number, 
* Watcher," and ** Holy One:" and this is a fuller confirmation of 
the truth of this exposition ; for God is the only Being, to whom the 
same name in the singular, and in the plural, may be indiscriininately 
applied. And this change from the one number totlieother, ‘without 
any thing in the principles of language to ‘account for it,. is ‘frequent 
in speaking of God in the Hebrew tongue, } but t anezatnpled in фе 
ола шш ee | ur ué ciu еу 


The assertion therefore in my text is, that God. had decreed: to 
execute a signal judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar’ for his ‘pride,’ and 
impiety ; in order to prove, by t the example of that mighty monarch, 


* Osiander, L’ Empereur, Geierus, Calovius, William Jones i in his Catholic Рос пе 
of the Trinity, chap. iii. $ ix, mE | 
+ Ver. 13th... | а 
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that * the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of. men." 
To make the declaratiori tlie more solemn and striking; the terms, in 
which it is conceived, distinctly express that consent, and' con- 
currence, of all the Persons in the Trmity in the design and execu- 
tion of this judgment, which must be understood indeed in every 
act of the Godhead: and in truth we shall not find in history a 
more awful example and monument of Providence, than. the 
vicissitudes of Nebuchadnezzar's life afford. | 


Raised gradually to the pinnacle of power and human glory, by 
a long train of those brilliant actions and successes, which man is 
too apt to ascribe entirely to himself (the proximate causes being 
indeed in himself and in the instruments he uses, although Providence 
ts always the prime efficient), he was suddenly cast down from it,. 
and, after a time, as suddenly restored, without ‘any natural, or 
human means. His humiliation was not tHe effect of any reverse 
of fortune, of any public disaster, or any mismanagement of the 
affairs of his empire. At the expiration of a twelvemonth from: 
his dream, the king, still at rest. in his house, and flourishing in 
his palace, surveying his city, and exulting in the monuments, 
which it presented to his eye, of his own greatness, was smitten by 
an invisible hand. As the event stood unconnected with any known, 
natural cause, it must have been beyond the ken of any foresight’ 
short of the Divine; and it follows incomtestably, that the prediction. 
and the accomplishment of it were both. from God.. The king’s. 
restoration to power, and grandeur, had also been predicted: and. 
this took. place at the predicted time, independently of any natural 
cause, and without the use of any human means.. And the evidence 
of these extraordinary occurrences, of the prediction, . the fall, . and. 
the restoration, is perhaps the most undeniable of any thing, that 
rests upon mere human testimony. The king himself, upon his 
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recovery, published a manifesto in every part of his vast empire, 
giving an account of all, which had befallen him ; and in conclusion; 
giving praise and honour to the King of Heaven; acknowledging, 
that **all his works are truth, and his ways judgment, and that those, 
who walk in pride, he is able to abase.” The evidence of the whole 
Íact, therefore, stands upon this public record of the Babylonian 
empire, which is preserved eerbatsm in the fourth chapter of the 
book of Daniel, of which it makes indeed the whole. That — 
therefore is not Daniel's writing, but Nebuchadnezzar's. - 


Nothing can so much fortify the minds of the faithful against all. 
alarm, and consternation; nothing so much maintain them in aa 
unruffied composure of mind, amid all the tumplts and concussions 
of the world around them; as a deep conviction of the truth of the 
principle, inculcated in my text, and confirmed by the acknewledg- 
ment of the royal penitent, Nebuchadnezzar ; “ ыш the Most High 
ruleth i in the ара of men.' 


But as this doctrine, so full of AR to the godly, i is liable to 
be perverted, and abused, by that sort of men, who wrest the Scrip- 
tures to the destruction of themselves, and others ; ; notwithstanding 
that my discourse has already run to a greater length, than I intended; 
the present occasion demands of me to open the doctrine in some 
points more fully, and to apply it to the ud circumstances of the 
world, and of ourselves. 


‘It is the express assertion of the text, and the language indeed of 
all the Scriptures, that God governs the world according to his Will. 
By which we must understand a will perfectly independent, and 
unbiassed by any thing external; yet not an arbitrary will; but a 
will directed by the governing perfections * of the Divine Intellect ; 
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by God's own, goodness, and, wisdom. And as justice is included 
in the idea; of goodness; it. must be a will governed by God's 
justice. But. God' s justice, in its present dispensations, is a justice 
accommodated to our probationary state:—a justice, which making 
the ultimate happiness of those, whe shall finally be brought by the 
probationary discipline to love and fear God, its end; regards the sum 
total, and ultimate issue of things, not the comparative deserts ог 
men at the present moment. То us therefore, who see the present 
moment only, the government of: the world will appear upon many 
occasions not conformable, | in our judgments, formed upon limited 
and narrow. views of things, fo tbe maxims of distributive justice. 
We, gee power, and: prosperity, not at all proportioned to merit; 
for, *' the Most High, who ruleth in the kingdom of men, giveth it 
to whomsoever he «vill, ара. setteth up over it the basest of men :" 
men, base by the turpitude of their wicked lives, more than by the 
obscurity of their original condition : while good kings are divested 
of their hereditary dominions, dethroned, and murdered. Insomuch 
that, if power and prosperity were sure marks of the favour of God 
for those, by whom they are possessed, the observation of the poet, 
impious as it seems, would too often be verified : 


6 The conqueror is Heaven’s favourite; but on earth 
Just men approve and honour more the vanquish'd *.^ 










As at this moment the world beholds, with wonder and dismav, 
the low-born usurper of a great monarch's throne raised, by the 
hand of Providence unquestionably, to an eminence of power and 
grandeur enjoyed by none since the subversion of the Roman empire: 
a man, whose undaunted spirit, and success in enterprise, might 
throw a lustre over the meanest birth; while the profligacy of. his 
private, and the crimes of his public life, would disgrace the noblest. 


— œ Victrix causa Diis placuit, sed victa Catoni, 
| #'. F 
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When we see the imperial diadem circling this monster’s brows ; 
while we confess the hand of God in his elevation, let us not be 
tempted to conclude from this, or other similar examples, that He, 
who ruleth in the kingdom of men, delights in such characters; or 
that he is even indifferent to the virtues, and to the vices, of men. 
It is not for his own sake, that such a man is raised from the 
dunghill, on which he sprang; but for the good of God's faithful 
servants: who are the objects of his constant care and love, even 
at the time, when they are suffering under the tyrant's cruelty. 
For who can doubt, that the seven brethren, and their mother; 
were the objects of God's love; and their persecutor, Ántiochus 


 Epiphanes, of his hate? But such persons are raised up, and permitted 


to indulge their ferocious passions, their ambition, their cruelty, and 
their revenge, as the instruments of God's judgments for the re- 
formation of his people: and, when that purpose is answered, 
vengeance is executed upon them for their own crimes. "Thus it 
was with the Syrian, we have just mentioned; and with that more 
ancient persecutor, Sennacherib; and many more. And so, we trust, 
it shall be with him, who now ** smiteth the people in his wrath, 
and ruleth the nations in his anger." When the nations of Europe 
shall break off their sins by righteousness, the Corsican ‘ shall be 
persecuted with the fury of our dvenging God, and none shall 
hinder.” 


Again, if the thought, that God ruleth the affairs of the world 
according to his will, were always present to the minds of men; 
they would never be cast down beyond méasure. by atiy. successes of 


an enemy, nor be unduly elated with their own. The will of God 


is a cause, ever blended with and over-ruling other causes, of 
which it is impossible from any thitig past, to calculate the future 
operation. What is called the fortune > of war, by this unseen and 
mysterious cause, may be reversed 1 ina moment. 
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Hence again it follows,: that men, persuaded upon good grounds | 
of the justice of their cause, shquld not be discouraged even by 
great failures in tbe beginning of, theicantest, nor by sudden turns . 
of -ill-fortune in the progress :of'it.. Upon, such occasions, they 
should humble themselves before God; . confess their sins; and de- 
precate his judgments, But they should not.interpret every advantage 
gained by the enemy, as a, sign that the sentence of God is gone 
forth against thenistlyes);. and, that they.are already fallen, not to rise 
again. . When thè tribe. of Benjamin refused to give up “ the 
children of Belial, which were in Giheab,". to the just resentment 
of their countrymen; the other tribes confederated, and with. a 
great force made war. upea: them.. ; The cause of, the confederates 
was just. ' The аг; ‚оп their part, was sanctioned by the voice of 
God himself; and; it was in: the: counsel and. decree of God, that 
they should be: ultimately victorious. Yet upon the attack of the 
town,. they were twice.repulsed with great slaughter: But they 
were: not. driven to. despair—they assembled; themselves. before the 
house of God, and wept, and fasted.. They, received command to 
go очі again the third day.. They obeyed. They were victorious. 
Gibeah, was burnt to the, ground ; and the guilty tribe of Benjamin 
was;all but extirpated *, An. edifying example to all nations to put 
thetr trust: in: Gadi in: ‘the most — ppm: 

duis. ; а. PN belief in God’ 8. ви ovér-muling the fortunes 
af men and. nations; , will moderate pur excessive admiration of the 
virtues and talents of Men, and, particularly of the great achievements 
of bad men; which are, always erroneously, ascribed to their own. 
high endowments. Great virtues, and great talents, being indeed 
the gifts of God; those, oni whom ‘they are conferred, are justly 
— to прес ‘and honour.. Pat the: Giver.is not to be forgotten; | 
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the centre and source of al? perfection; to whom thanks and prdise 
are primarily due even fot those’ ‘beriefits, ‘which are‘ conveyed to w9 
through his highly favoured ‘servants. But, ~when the. brilliant 
successes of bad men are ascribed ‘to themselves, and they! afe 
admired for those very actions, in which they are the most criminal; 
it is a most dangerous error, and often fatal to the interests of 
mankind. Аз, in these very times, nothing has so muth coriduced 
to establish the power of ‘the Corsican} ‘and multiply his successes: 
as the slavish fear of him, which ‘has: seized: the minds’ of .men; 
growing out of an admiration df ‘his boldness. m enterprise on some 
occasions, and his hair-breadth escapes on: ethers; whith ‘have 
raised in the mdny an piniod, that he peegesses suctt abilities Боні 
council, and-in'the field, as ‘tedder Мт ап overmatth' foo-all ahe 
statesmen and all the warriors of Europe; insomuch, that nething! cad 
stand before him. Whereas, in ¢rath, it were:easy to ffibd:causes df 
his extraordinary success iy the political principles of the times; її 
which he first arose, independent’ of any pnoommoen talents! of bis 
own :--principally, inthe revolutionary frenzy, the: spirit ‘of treason 
and revolt, which prevailed in the countries, that: were the first prey. 
of his unprincipled ambition. Bat, were this.hot the case, yet were 
it impious ‘to ascribe such’a man’s.'successes to himself. It hasbeen 
the will of Gd; to'set up over the: kingdorn ** the basest of men ;^'^id 
order to chastise the profaneness, the irreligion, the lukewarmness, 
the profligacy, the” turbùlent séditióus spirit of' thé' times: 'ahd,. 
when this purpose is effected, Јава the wrath ‘of: God ‘appeased? 
“ wherein 18 this man to. 'be"accounted: of, ‘whose breath is th his 
nostrils P22 Pe ee om de sore E i б * 


It is a gross pervérsion of the'doctrine of ‘Providence, idi any 
argument is dtawn front it’ for ‘the indifferentd .of all human'actiees 


in the sight of God; enc the insignificance of all human efforts. 


sd “ә. iJ e Deut y 2 
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Since every thing is settled by Providence according to God's owm 
wil, to what avail, it is said, is the interference of Man? 


At the commencement of the disordered state; which still subsists: 
in Europe, when apprehensions were expressed by many,—appre-- 
hensions, which are still entertained by those, who first expressed: 
them,—that the great Antichrist is likely to arise out of the French. 
revolution; it was argued by them, who were friends to the cause of: 
. France, ** To what purpose is it then, upon your own principles, to; 
resist the French? Antichrist 1s.to arise: he 1s to prevail: he 1s to: 
exercise a wide dominion ; and what human opposition can set aside- 
the fixed designs of Providence ?’’ Strange to tell, this argument took. 
with many, who were not friends to the French cause, so far at least. 
as to make them averse to the war with France. The fallacy of this. 
argument lies in this; that it considers Providence by halves: it 
considers Providence, as ordaining an end, and effecting it, without 
the use, or the appointment at least, of means. Whereas, the true- 
notion of Providence is, that God ordains the means with the end ;. 
and the means, which he employs, are, for the most part, natural. 
causes: and among them he makes men, acting without any know-. 
ledge of his secret will, from their own views as free agents, the- 
instruinents of his purpose. In the case of Antichrist in particular,. 
prophecy is explicit. So clearly as it is foretold, that he shall rise ; 
so clearly is it foretold, that he shall fall. So clearly. as it is foretold, 
that he shall raise himself to power by successful War ;. so clearly it 
is foretold, that War, fierce and furious War, waged upon him by- 
the faithful, shall be, in part, the means of his downfall. So false. 
is all the despicable cant of puritans about the unlawfulness of war.. 
And with respect to the present crisis, if the will of God should: 
be, that, for the punishment of our sins, the enemy should prevail’ 
against us ; we must humble ourselves under the dreadful visitation... 
But if, as we hope and trust, it isthe: wilbof God, that.the vile- 
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Corsican shall never set his foot upon our shores; the loyalty and 
valour of the country are, we trust, the appointed means of his 
exclusion. ** Be of good courage then, and play the men for your 
people; and the Lord do that, which seemeth him good." 


It is particularly necessary at this season, that I should warn you 
against another gross and dangerous perversion of the doctrine of 
Providence; which is misconceived and abused, when we impute 
any successes, with which we may be blessed, to any merit of our 
own engaging on our side that will of God, by which the universe is 
governed. If we are successful in our contest with a tyrant, who 
has surpassed in crime all former examples of depravity in an exalted 
station; we owe it, not to ourselves, but to God's unmerited mercy. 
Мог „аге we to ascribe it to any préeminent righteousness of this 
nation, in comparison with others; if we have suffered less, and 
prospered more, than others engaged in the same quarrel. This 
country, since the beginning of Europe's troubles to the present 
day, has certainly been favoured beyond other nations: and at 
this very crisis, at the moment, when the armies of our con- 
tinental ally were flying before those of the common enemy; in that 
very moment, the combined fleets of France and Spain, which were 
to have lowered the British flag; to have wrested from us our ancient 
sovereignty of ‘the ocean; and to have extinguished our commerce 
in all its branches: this proud naval armament, encountered by a 
far inferior force of British ships,—a force inferior in every thing, 
but the intrepidity of our seamen, and the skill of their leaders, — 
was dashed to pieces, at the mouth of its own harbour, by the cannon 
of that Great Commander, whose grave is strewed with laurels, and 
bedewed with his country's tears. But let not this inspire the vain 
thought, that, because we are righteous above all the nations of 
Earope, .our lot has therefore been happier than theirs. It has been 
ruled by the highest authority, that they are not. always the greatest 
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sinners, on whom the greatest evils fall. The converse follows 
most undeniably, that those nations are not always the most 
righteous, who in peace are the most flourishing, and in war the 
most successful. Let us give therefore the whole glory to God. In 
the hour of defeat let us say; “ Why should man complain ?'" man, 
for the punishment of his sins !'" In the hour of victory, * let us not 
be highminded, but fear.” 


THE END. 
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ERRATUM. 
Page 8, line 14, for “ principal,” read, “ provincial.” 
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